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receiving a second on the rnotion, the presiding officer will ask for
discussion. Each Councilmember will make commeht as appropriate after
being recognized by the presiding officer. At the conclusion'of comments,
the presiding officer will callfor a vote,and ask for the "yeas,, and nnays."

Dr'scussion. Discussion or debate of a particular issue by a
Councilmember is generally restricted to 10 minutes in accordance with
Robert's Rule of order; however, the presiding officer may limit time
based upon the focus of the discussion and the bppropriate relevance to
the agenda item. Departure from the item under.motion is subject to a
ruling that the Councilmember is out of order.

vote. An item, resolution, or ordinance passes with a majority vote of the
councilmembers. The Mayor shall cast a vote in the case of a tie. A tiecan occur when a councilmember is absent, or one of the
councilmembers recuses himself from a vote or legally abstains.

workshops sessions. city councir workshop sessions may be called by
the Mayor for the purpose of addressing certain matters in detaii.
Although considered informal, such mafters are subject to agenda posting
requirements, in accordance with the Texas open Meetings Act ani
recording of minutes is required. workshops usually are held in
conjunction with a City council budget review prior to c6uncil approval
and the holding of a public hearing on the city's annual budget.' Fublic
comments are allowed at workshops in the same manner as in regular
city council meetings, but will be rimited to the agenda item. comnients
at_ a budget workshop/session would be limited to budget items.
workshops sessions may include presentations by subject matter experts
and/or consultants providing the Council outside expertise.

Public hearings. Public hearings are, in some areas, statutorily required
as in the case of the_uniform Budget Law (section 102.001, ef seq., Texas
Local Government code), which requires a public hearing on'the Gity
budget prior to its adoption. others are voluntary or required by other
statutes. Public hearings are designed to obtain citizen input on important
matters and issues facing the city. The Mayor presides over the public
hearings, which are set up to allow individuals to present opposite sides of
an identified issue. The agenda will clearly state the 

'purpose 
of the

hearing, and the presiding officer will clearly state again for the record the
purBose of the meeting. The duration of the hearing will be limited to 2
hours. Robert's Rules of order wilr appry and ploper decorum and
courtesy will be enforced. comments will be directed to the presiding
officer who will be addressed by his proper tiile ("Mayor" oi
"councilmembe-d'). citizens will be treated respectfully and addressed by
the presiding officer as "Mr.," "Mrs.," or "Ms.,,, as appropriate.

e.
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f. Notification Notification of a public hearing is the same for a City Council
meeting, 72 hours prior to the meeting, unless otherwise prescribed by
law. Such notification will include a detailed description of the purpose of
the meeting. lf an agenda item relAtes to an ordinance, such ordinance
will be included or attached to the meeting notification. ln case of a
budget hearing, the proposed budget will be attached.

g. Citizen input. Proponents and opponents on any issue will be required to
sign in and identify the subject matter of their discussion. Each citizen will
be given a minimum of 3 minutes for their discussion depending on the
number of proponents and opponents. No one presenter will be given a
disproportionate amount of discussion time. The subject of citizen
comments pertaining to a budget hearing, may address the overall budget,
a single item on the budget, or multiple entries in the budget, and may be
in either support or opposition to such item.

h. Declsrbns by City Council. Decisions may or may not be made at the
public hearing; however, the time and date of announcement of the
proposed decision will be given, and the reason for a delay if a decision is
not made at the end of the public hearing, as well as an explanation of
Council's reason for delaying the decision.

PASSED AND APPROVED by a vote of "f "ayes" in favor and 0
"nays" against on this first and final reading on the 27 day of ;fltNU/l€Y 2009.

ATTEST: APPROVED:

Mayor
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